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III, PURPOSE:

AUTHORITY:
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Republic Act 9903 (The phitippine coast Guard Law of 2009)
I

REFERENCES:;i,irl
A. Typhoon Dodtrine for the philippine Maritime Sector, 2009;ll
B. PCG Memorhndum Circula r A2-10 dated 22 January ZAfi;

c. PCG Approrled Memorandum for sorc re-special Areas dated 21 Jan
2010 and HPCG MC 02-10 dated 22 Jan2O10;

D. Department lof Transportation and Communications Department Order
2012-01 datdd 09 Uan 2012 entitled "Mandating the Strict lmptementation
of-.Precautioftrary, lsafety ano security Measures to Ensure safe, Fast,
Efficient ang Reliable Transportation services, the tmmediate
lmplementation of Quick Response protocols, and the lmmediate
lnvestigationfof Transformation-Related lncidents,'.

E. The Philippine Coast Pitot,6th Edition 1997

This Memorandulm Ciriular (Circular) prescribes the policies on movement of
yesseJl..during the occurrence of a tropical depression, storm or typhoon in
the Philippine qriea of responsibility to prevent the occurrence of maritime
accident and damage to the marine environment.
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D.
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B. MARINA _

C. PAGASA

G.

L

r;to the marine environment.lr
Maritime I ndustry Authority.

-] Phillippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical
Services Ad m inistration.

i

PCG * Philippine Coast Guard.

PPA - Philippine Ports Authority.
ll

Public storln walning signat (psws) Nr. I - declared if winds of 30-60
kph (approximately 16-s2 knots) are expected in the locality in at least 36
hours.

ir
PublEc ston[ walning signal (psws) Nr. 2 - raised if winds of 61 kph
ug,to 1,0^0^[p]n ("ppro*imately 3s - 54 knots) are expected in the tocatity in
at least 24 hours.

Fublic $torrn waming signal (psws) Nr. 3 - raised if winds of 101 kph
up.to 185 k(h (apfroximat6ty sd-too knots) are expected in the tocatity in
at least 18 hours.

Publlc storr'h warning $ignal (p$ws) Nr. 4 - raised if winds of greater
than 185 kph (approximately 100 knots and above) are expectecl in the
locaiity in at least 12 hours.

Public stonh waining signal (psws) sector - refers to areas covered
by PSWS t\r. t ior psWs tti. 2 and higher which are shown with
correspondirfg coldr codes, as provideO in pdGnSA website.

I

Route * refers to a way or course, taken or planned to be taken, in
navigating tbm a point of origin to point of destination, (navigational route)ir

I

l

I'
ll

F. Philippine Area bf Responsibility * designated area in Northwestern
Pacific wherb PAGASA is tasked to monitorlropical cyclone occurrences.
I-t1g bounde$ by the btack tines joining the following points: 2s.N - 120"F
25"N - 135'E, 5'N l- 1 35'E, 5"N -1 1 5"E, 15'N - 1 15'E and 21"N - 120.E.
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as differentiqted frpm the word "route" used in MARINA issued franchises
that refers toiRorts jof cail.

llll. short nistaJice forrn"" - refers to those voyages where the distance
fi'om the poiht- or gngli to the point of oestinaiioi shall not exceed fourrr.uril rile Purill ut oilgtil ro rne potnl or oestlnatton shall not exceed four
kilometers oi 2.16i NM or voyages from the point of origin to the point of
destination oan b$ completed within thirty minutes or voyages from the
polnt ol ongln, route and point of destination, altogether arc within the line
of sight. :

I

i

N. sp.ecian Arebs - ,refers to areas within bays and rivers or enclosed by
naturai coVers pr sheltered zones whose natural topographical
characteristig mailes ii; ;;;less vutnerable to adverse effects of the
prevailing weatherlcondition. The following are declared as Special Areas:

1. lloito St;it: i

At lloilo side south edge of Mansaya River or at coordinates Lai
10'42.2min Lat 122'B5.3min E; west edge of ortiz wharf or at
coordinates Lat 1a"41-4 min N Long 1zz"34.4min; at Guimaras side at
Estapa ioint or at coordinates Lat 10'4z.4min N Long 1zz"i7min E
and at NagabaiPoint at coordinates Lat 10'39.9min N Long 1z2"3sminrltE. I

2. Tanon Sllait bdtween Boracay and Caticlan traditionally used as routes
between theserareas bounded by the following coordinates:

I

Point 1. Llat 11{S6mln 30sec N; Long 121"S5min 40sec E.
Point 2: tlat 11{S6min Zlsec frl; t_ong 121"Slmin 09sec E.
Point 3: Lat 11'55min 40sec N; Long 121.S7min 03sec E.
Point 4: Ilat 11"56nrin 44sec N; Long l}j"Slmin2Tsec E.
Point 5: (at 11'S6min 38sec N; Long 1}1"S1min33sec E.
Point 6: ilat 11q56min 13sec N; Long 121"S7min 32sec E.li

3. Fier 3, Foft of cebu to Muelle osmena pier, Lapu-lapu city route
bounded,by the following coordinates:

I

Point 1: Lat 10"18min 51.43sec N; Long 123"S6min 55.52sec E.
Point 2: Ltat 10"18min 47.1Bsec N; Long 123"56min 49.90sec E.
Point 3: Llat toqtTmin 48.98sec N; t-on[ t23'54min 37.1Osec E.
Point 4: Llat t 04t zmin 53.14see rv; r-ong 123"s4min 39,57sec E.l1

l

4. Mukas - Ozamis Route

Point 1 . Lat 8"06m in 14.77sec N; Long 123'50min 27.20sec E.
Point 2. i.fat a"domin 27.20sec N; LonU 123'S0min 32.O1sec E.
Point 3: ilat a'Oamin 21 .00sec N: I oncr 1?3'Somin 37 46cer trPoint 3: "08min 21.00sec N; Long 123"50min 37.46sec E
Point 4: t-at 8"08min 15.98sec N; Long 123'50min S0.ggsec E.



5.

rlrliiillt
[m 11 J vittaiica pier Route along pakiputan strait between Davao
9]tv ,r-nq 

lsiahd Garden city of samat bounded by the foilowing
coordinafes: 

iit
Point 1 : Lat 7'08min 04.49sec N; Long 125'39min 4g.3gsec E.
Point 2: Lat 7'08min 02.65sec N; Lo;; fi5"41min o2.71sec E.
Point 3: Lat T"p8min 1S.0ssec N; Long 1zs"41min 15.01sec E.
Point 4: Lat 7'08rnin 17,Ogsec N; Long 125"39min 61 .0gsec E.il
Sasa Bdrge vfparr - Maewess Babak wharf Route bounded by the
fol lowing coordinates:

ll
Point 1: Lat 7'07min 59.69sec N; Long 12s"39min 4g.g3sec E.
Point 2: Lat Z"bZmin 16..t0sec N; t_ong t25.40min 21.03sec E
Fr:int 3: Lat 7"07rnin 2A.10sec N; t-ong f 25"40min 34.03sec E
Poirrt 4: [at 7'p7min 50.69sec N; Long 125"39min 58.g3sec E.

ll
7. *l] other areas as the commandant, pcG may declare as special

Areas.

Tropical cyclone * refers to a type of low pressure sy$tem which
generally fo,ps ir1 the tropics and composed of a large, rotating area of
:lo^r.O:, win8 anOi thunOersto* u"tirtv. tt begins as tropilaj'Ur*IIi;
(TD), furthel intensifies to a tropical storm (TS), then becomes a typhoon
(TY) when ils maximum sustained winds reach more than 1 1g kph.

Troplcal o{nre"$ion (TD) - A tropical cyclone with maximum sustained
1-minute,n*i3n.$urrace winds ;i'is to 64 kph. The storm begins to
as$ume thel famillar spiral appearance with increasiing cyclonic wind flow
around the low-level circulation center.Ir
Tropical $lorrn (rst * A tropical cyclone with maximum 1-minute mean
sustained surface winds in the range of 6s to 1 1g kph, inclusive. The
developing ] nan{s of thunderstoris contribute additional heat and
moisture, fulther ihtensifying the system.

ll
Typhoon fivt -i A tropical cycrone with maximum sustained 1-nrinute
mean surface winds of greater than 119 kph. About this time, the cloud_
free eye tyfically forms in the inner region of the tropical cyclone until one
or more of the necessary conditions described earlier is either lost or
undergoes a significant change, the system witt continue to develop and
sustain itself: I

lr
vessel - /efers to any ship, watercraft or other conveyance used or
capable of $eing rlsed as means of transportation.It
Mandatory]snetterlng - the vesser, while undenruay after departing with
no prohrbrtrdn under a certain PSWS, is automatically obligated to proceed

b.
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R.

S.

T.

to the neardst polt or sheltering area in the event a pswb is raised atong



its routes or
regular

vt. P0klalE&

that already disallows the vessel to continue its

A. \o ,vessel g.{ rry type or tonnage shall be allowed to sail except to take
shelter, as the situation may warrant. when Public .Strom \A/arninn ,einnatsituation may warrant, when public Strom Warning Signal
IISWS) Nurpber h or higher is hoisted within its point of r:rilin,-'the
intended ro.r-1t?., and point of destination. All vesseis that are Llready
1,iggyr{ sh'all seek shelter wfren any psws is hoisted in its immediate
vicinity, along its route, and point of destination. lt is the responsibility the
shrp owner/qperatpr and Master/patron of the vessel on how to seek
shelter 

310 e,lsylelthe safety of the ship. vessels are allowed to leave portshelter and dnsure

I

B. Due to ihe distinct geographical characteristics of certain areas in the
country, effects of any pirticular typhoon signal *ry ,rry from one place
to another whenever psws Number 1 is hoisted or declared by pAGASA.
Vessels engaged in "short Distance voyages,,as deflned unoei paragraph

Y (rl withinl'speciar Areas" as enumerated under paragraph v (N) may
sail when PSWS Nr. 1 is hoisted within its point of originLr route oi point
of destinatiorl only when all the following conditions are stricly satisfied:

;ffi";;;;ffi;
cargo onboard. ,

L

l

V_oyage shall only be from sunrise to sunset, the ship must arrivecj at
the point pf destination 30 minutes before sunset;

sea conoltion id cahn io genfle breeze with the prevailing wind speed in
rne area rs not more than 30 kph or 16 knots based on pAGASA or
other reptlltable sources;

I

Rain shoilers in. the point of origin, route or destination should be light
rains withlthe rdte of fall is from trace to 2.5 mm per hour;

I

There is Jood visibility. The route and area of destination is seen by the
naked eye from the point of origin;

Duly licehsed passenger vessers shail only carry passengers not
exceedin$ Sao/o of its authorized passenger capaciiy as per tunRtrua
issued Pdssenger Ship Safety Certificate tpSSC);

I

For, passenger boats with open decks, passengers including chilcjren
ancl crewrshall wear lifejackets prior to the departure of vessel and until
disembarkation at the point of destination;

l\lasters And Boat Captains shall ensure that maximum precautionary
measured I shalli be observed in ensuring the proper lashinq anclilredsurEsruilalr pe ooserveo tn ensunng the proper lashing and
stowage of cargoes loaded onboard the veslel prior departure;

t.

,

3.

h.

7.
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a,,reliable communication link between vessels and thedesignated stdndby Emergency Boat and the pCG.
,]

Vll. PROCEDURES: '

ll
A' Every Mast&r on any qersCIn in charge of the vesser shail ensure that

]:l::l -*"?t?gr 
rs ;received and the track of the typhoon is ptotted onweaiher chart aboard the vessel.Ii

* 
.T!*n, apprigabre j.ltryt Nr. 

-1 
or higher is hoisted in the port where avessel is ioqated,lthe Master/patron, when based on his judgment, there isa_probable rdanger due to a typhoon or troprcat ,iorr, shail prior to thevessel departure, request permission from ifre coast Guard i.lnit navingjurisdiction over the aiea to'be allowed to take shetter in a safer place or toavoid. the path. of the typhoon or tropicar storm, attesting therein thedecision to p?u:^ pot r: his i; 

"onrritution witf, the shipo,*l:.iop.gri*1f,in cupar- ir,* pcc srrarr nof ailo* ,ny vesser ro seeksheltei" *;6lpassdnger and dangerous cargo on board.
I
Ic. lt. is the {ecisl1, ano responsibirity of the ship owner/operator andMasterlPatron of]the vesser to ensure the safety of the ship and crewwh.e19yer tliev areairot*o jt ik* rr,"tt"r by the ioast Guard Unit having

lurisdiction 6ver tt\e area, in accordance with this Circurar.
l

l

D. Igr purposd of taking shelter, the vessel shall depart without passengers.The Master/patron shail disembark passeng;;'ilh,ie cargoes arready onboard the vLsser lr;i ;" *ril[o io ,.*rnuln on noaro except dangerouscargoes nipvideb trat maximum precautionary measures shall heobserved thlroughl.proper rashing and stowage as prescribed by rvrARrNA,scargo securing guidelines
I

E' lf alreaoy Jnoeri,iay. when applicable PSWS is hoisted in its immediatevicinity, alo[9 its ioute, or point of destination, tie rrllaster/patron shall takeno other oftion except to avoid the path of the iyphoon and to takernandatory Srretteiing 
11d prgmpfly infoim the snip-owner and the nearestcoast Gudrd Unit rhe ship owner/operator'shall ensure that theMaster/Patrbn mdintains continuous communication and shall immediatelyreport to ilie coast GuarJ u;it th" ship,s compriance with this circurarregarding riranoa[ory *nuri"rng *nur* the ship owner/ operator shoulcldirect for itsl immediate compliaice.

l'i
t. j.H^:tf :f^".' and the Master of the vesser shail at ar times exercise

:f,?::q:i[- oitibence and observe precautionary measures in takinsshelter to ehsure!gafety of the ship and that of the'passengers and crewon board.

the
the
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G. Communicaiion btiti,veen the vessel and the ship owner/operator shall be
maintained {t att tl]mes during thelntire voyage, including vessels that are
taking shelter. Co'mmunication checks between the vessel and the ship
owner/operafior sHall be conducted at an interval of at least every 30
minutes. An! failure of commu.nication with the vessel shall be reported
immediatefyfny tnb ship ownerioperator to the nearest Coast Guard Unit
through anylavailable means. At no instance will the ship and the ship

vil.

owner/operator's dffice close their radios or observe radio silence.

being i

rhunication or any unusual incident, such as their vessel
I in a maritime incident or is missing or developed enginet,

derangement, lshall be reported immediately to the nearest coast_._. _.. ,v_,.,_. .-, rU il

Guard Ur\it tnrdugh any available means;

li

r

I

I

i

l

1. Ensure t[at thp latest weather advisories, bulletin and warnings are
secured lrrom lpncASA, once they are released, when a tylhoon
enters the Philippine area of responsibility;

I

2. Ensure that weather advisories, bulletin and warnings are disseminated
imme_diately tortheir ships. For this purpose, ship owner/operator shall
install weather fax andior other weather monitoring equipment and
communi,gations on board as prescribed by MARINA and regulations of
oiher relevant Government Agencies;

Ir
3. As a co{,nRan/'safety policy, disallow Master/patron from having the

vessel depan from port except for sheltenng purposes, when typ-hoon
signal wt'lereinihis vessel is not allowed to sail is hoisted or expected to
be hoistdd witHin the area of origin or along the route or destination of.*^..^^^-1,- I

tr ttr vc5liet,

lr
4. Monitor and maintain communication with their vessel from the time it

ciepartedlthe port until its arrival at the port of destination;

5" Order tfr6 Uaster or Patron to seek shelter to the nearest safe port or
sheltering area in case the vessel is already en route to its destinaticln
when a fSWSt is hoisted in its immediate vicinity or along its route or
point of ldestination. The Master/Patron shatl maintain continuous
communibatiori with the ship ownerloperator and notify the pCG of the
vessel's action to take shelter;1i

6. Orcler thd Master/Patron to inform the nearest PCG unit of its intent to
proceed lor continue with her voyage to her destination should the
PSWS be lifted by PAGASA;

I

7. Maintain_]gommpnication with the Master of the vessels at ail times. Any
failure oflcomrhunication or any unusual incident, such as their vessel
beinq inVolved in a maritime incicJent or ic miqeinn nr r{arratnnar{ annina



L Direct Mdstersito institute maximum precautionary measures to ensure
proper stowagp and lashing of cargoes, as prescribed by MARINA,
betore departuie and cause the posting of watches to ensure the safe
conditionlof cafgoes during the entire voyagel sheltering;tt9. Require I Ma$ters/company ,operations otficers or owners,
represenfative linvolved in the safe operation of their ships to review
and studjr the fyphoon Evasion or Avoidance Doctrine;

lt
10.1n 

"coordination with the ppfuport Manager, extend necessary
assistance to the disembarked passengers; and

B.

y and the ship's compliance to the provisions of this

8. Submit hludy /eports to the ship owner/operator on the condition of the
vessel;

'1. Monitor And keep track the movement of typhoon once it enters the
PhilippinA area of responsibility and obtain the latest weather bulletin
through PAGASA, company offices and other available sourres;

2. Plot the frevailing weather condition, weather forecast for the next T2
hours onlthe wbather chart;

lr
3. lnform thb neaiest PCG unit of his decision to depart to seek shelter as

may be r'lecessary and submit voyage plan;
I

4. Ensure thai there are no passengers and dangerous ffirgo onboard
when departing fnom port to seek shelter. The Master shalt coordinate
with PPA on the appropriate storage of dangerous cargo unloadecj for
purpos"{ of seeking shelter;l'

5. Take no pttrer pPtion except to take shelter and immediately inform the
ship ownpr if aTPSWS Nr., where his vessel is not allowed to sail as per
this circillar, is raised whire underway. Ensure that they maintain
continuo*s communication with ship ownersloperators and notify the
PCG of daid adtion.

6. lnstitute hraxirt'rum precautionary measures to ensure proper stowage
and lashing of cargoes, as prescribed by MARINA, before departure
and cause the posting of watches to ensure the safe condition of
carEoes during the entire voyage/sheltering;lr

7 - Review/{tudy the Typhoon Evasion or Avoidance Doctrine;
I
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Cancellatton of .qlRR and ahi

A.
ti

[11t:?1"l,lfrt.lvl, Vll and Vilt of this Circutar shail be a sround forrmmedtate detention.1i
Aftgf dUg nbtiCe hnd hearino tho fnilnurinn nanat{i^^ ^r.^il L- :.^-.-,,

Iil
B' After *:::1.: rd hearing, the. forowing penarties shail be imposed

_T::jli:fig_3linerloperator and Master-oi the vesser of 1000'sror*tonnaoe and belOVV who have harrn fnrrna{ {a harra.,i^r^r^r n-r,r !,,,tonnage belorlv who have been found to have "i;;;'pin ii"uY'Ir'iVlll of this Cjircutar.

First Offen=" -l p 
month.al

I suspension of Seafarers ldentification and Record eook rsrRRi^r i
I :'usPerlslon oI ueamrers ldentification and Record Book (SIRB) of I

o::_r_xL _1 the]Master and patron and ship,s franchise. \vrr \u/ vr 
ISecond On"n.u i foi-rnon*rs-i

I suspension of SIRB and ship's franchise and recommenOation t., i

:i:ryglar Regurations commission (pRC) for six (6) monftrs 
i

= i sy_sl?ension of Master,s License.
Third ofrense j ni So,ooci- ano iecommenoation to MnnrmA - 

""
ompany ticense to 

j

f=' ,:'y,r.Lrr \)r'.D .1ru srilp s rrancnlse and recommendation to I

:^y9lul Hegulations Commission (pRC) for six (6) months 
i

P9!-s!9-! gll4gqle{s License. 
I

ll,l.k:g j*rr:rgpt.ro1*to [{Anirvn-ano pRe ror tne j

opdrate ahd the Master,s License.
rl

c. 
Lh".fotlowirlg perlalties shall be imposed upon ship owner/operator andMaster of the vessel of more than 1000 gross tonnrg* who have beenfound to havle viorated part Vr, Vil and VIil of this circular:lr

SIRB and ship's franchise anO Irecommendation to professional
Regulations Commission (pRC) for six(6) months suspension of lVaster,s
License.
P600,000 and recommenOillon
MARINA and PRC for the canceilation

to
of

SIRB and ship's franchise and
license to operate and the
License.

company
l\ilaster's

First Offense
ir

Second Offense l,l,lrItji
llrti

Third Offense

I

ii
9. 

1t_.11 
ti3e1, *:u* th_e safety of the ship, its passenger$ and crewrests with the.iMaster/patron at all times, as closely s-uperviseo ano

monitoreb by the ship owner/operator;
j

lr
l0.Subrnit alvoyrge plan before departure; and

lll;
11. Ensure s,trict adherence to the directives of this Circular at all times.

ji
FINES AND FdNALTIES:

-r---*]:-
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Ii
//ilD' Twice the ainoun{:ltr" appricable_ fing g!a, be imposed upon any vesser,.x[l,l'o1iu[lJti#t':i,#"q,lHi;"1',lgl3,.l;;;;*:,hasintentiona,,y

Itr. the permit;and licenses of shiooffenders sdall tr,ui;;bj;Ao'""i#"?Iilj,i ;ll"T:,.^,:j who are thirdrime
I 

-f --vrvv.qu tu revocatlon proceedings.
F. Whenever alsa.ilin$ ban. is in effect, vessels that are ror praced underrit"ntion 'oi'iil 

,cg il; H;JF#{fSJ;,il"X,Xil:nearesi ncc 
.or,nce. .i;; dilI:: ,t trr,lns 

-*i;rTe, 

_onry rhe herein

".::::'11* ,qr". 
snarr oe i#po#ilr, rairure toi;k ih" pcG permission

nesclssror,r iI_RUSE:x.

xt.

lrrl
thrs Circular reicinds MC Nr.

EFFECTtVtTy: 
i

'ed by:

01-09 and 02_10.
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