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AUTI]ORiTY:

RA 5173 as amended by PD 601,

II. PURPOSE:

To. prescribe policies and procedures
esp+cially during the occunertco of a troptcal
travel dangerous

lll" SCOPE: "

1-his policy applies to all vessels that rnay
disturbance.

IV. DEFINITIOII] OF TERMS:

a:

INTERIful GUIDELINES ON MOVEMEhIT OF VESSELS
DU IIII{G I-I EAVY WEATH E R

t1,

,|

in order to enhance
rjri;rrEssiorr or tylrhoon

mariIime safety
[hat makes eea

be aflected by the prevailing weather
j

A.

B.

Public Stprm Warning Signal Nr I - is ileclareci if winds of 30-60 kph
(approxinraltely 16 * 32 knots) ale ex;rectecl in at laast 36 hours.

Public SiormWarning $ignal Nr 2 - is iaisecl if winc.ls of greater than 60
l(ph up to 100 kph (approxirnalely 3'2-54 knots and above) is expactecl in
the Iocality in at lesst 24 lir:urs,

Public stormWarning Signal Nr3 - is raised if wincls of greaterilran 100 kph
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E.

up to 185 klrlr (a1:ploxitrtlttr:ly ' 
''-rul -'l 00 l<rrot attd itiruve) are

expegted in at le ast 'l B ltr-rtlrs tlsually acccrtlrparriud

l-ly heavy rains.

Fubllc storn'i warning signal Nill - is raised if winds of greater lhan 185

kph (approXlmately 1b0 
"krrots 

and airove) are expeGted in ths localily in at

least 12 nours usually accompanied l-ry lreavy rains'

Dangor sector * is rj,efinertJ as the area wliere a typhoon may posEibly

pass cturing tho next 48 hours graphically constructed as follows;

Fronr the last known positir:lt oI the typltoon, dra| lines 40 degrees on

boLh sides of the tYPhoon tl'ack.

precliciecl clistance tlrat the typtroon travel dunng
:

L

3. Using the last ltnown position of the typhoon as the center, draw an arc

uriih a raclrus equal to tlre preclicted cltstance detenlined in para E2

a,oove. The area'bouncierl by tl-ris arc atttd the two radial lines drawn in

para E1 ahrove is the DAI'IGER SECTOR'

F. \,,/essel* Any slrip, walercralt or other conveyances usecl or capable of being

u. eJ as a llleans of lranspottaliott'

v. POLICY:

No vessel of any type or tonnage shall be allcrwecl to sail except to take stlelter, as

iitc siiuation rnay *nir*nl, wlren Iru[rltc Str:t.itr Warrtirtg Sigrral (PSWS) Number 1 or

higher rs hoisteo,.viihin its point of orrgin, tlte intettdecl route, and point of destinatirln. AII

ves-qels thai are already unclerway shall seek shelter wlren any PSWS is hoisted in ils

immeorate vicinity, elong its rputo, anrl point of desl'inaiion. Responsibitity and discretion

on l-rolv to seek shelter ancl elsure tlre salety of tl-re ship ts left to lhe ship owner and

lvlasier i;f the vessel. Vessels are ailoweil to leave porl only to take shelter and shall

tlepafi without passengers atrd/or cargo onlroatd.

PRCCEDI.JRES;

A. Er;eU Nlaster or any persotl in charlle of the vessel shall ensum that the

laiesi rveather bulletin is received anr.l the track of the typhoon is plotted on

'the rveather chad aboardshill.

B. \1,;hen PSWS Nr 1 or higlier is troistecl iri ttie port where the vessel is

Iocafed, along iis intendtrd rotrte, and at ihe point of the vessel's
clestination, iho Master or patron, Lrprir.t sottsirrg of tho dattg;or as a result of
a typhoon, slrall, prior to depat'tr,rr.e, irrl'orm the nearest PCG unit, in writing,

D

?. Tako the maximum
the next i3 itouru



C,

\/ll F.ESPoNlltsll-lTlES:

A. lllrector. Coast Guard A-ction Cetrte5

1. coorclinate vvilh PAGASA on tlte availability of weather bulletln every

osoo, 1000, 1/00 ancl 21ltlO and itttnrediately disserninate same

ihrough fastost means 0f cotltttrutticattons to all PcG units with priority

to thJarea tlirectly affecLtld try lhe typhoon'

plot in the ureather ciiarl tltc Lrack attd forecast position of the typhoon,

in reference to patagraplr t hereo{

Advise irrrmediateiy tlPC(i of any rtrajr:r rnaritime inc;ident'

continuously nrouitor all PCG units and iaktl appropria[e actiott on all

reportecl mariLinie inciijertls. Recommetrrl to ccGS the activation of

the HPCG Baltle statf for Matttlme lnciclents in case of major

incide nts.

Pet:form otirer tasks as CPCG rnay direort'

!
J.

@ttmiu{g1s:

1. fulonitor an<1 get ilie etttlre weather bulletitt'at all tinies through t-iPCG

or othsr availal"ile s0urcesl

of i-ris cjepjsion lo leave,tlre lrort (as rnay be nectissitry) ttr l.llie shelter tn a

safer place wlthoul pr***nq", arlri/o,l car[lo, attestinq [ltereiti ttrat tlre

decisiori i0 l+avts potfu-f",iu itu,,*. The l'OG. slrall not allorv,r'y vessel to

seek sheller with pasten{Jets and/or cal[Jo onlroard' 
]

TheNlasterorPatronnrLtstrJiserttbarl<passeltgersanclCa[gobeforeleaving
port ,ro iake sirelte, ui u irr*," place Tlre riiser-,-.barkation of passengers and

cargo shall be supenrisecl by PCG personnel' 
,

lf alreacJy Llnderway wtten a P$ws is hoisted in tts ininiecliaie vicinrty' along

its ioule or ciestinaiion,'if",*Mastor ol'PillIoll shall take shelter and promptly

irtfornt ihe sltipown*iancf lhe ttearest Coast Guard unit' 
,

ll..ll.:et.esprlnsibilityofl.hentaslerorpatronoftlrevesseltolakethe
nec€ssary precautloni to avoicl cla,garto lris ship artcl lnjury to tris crevr and

passer'lgefs.
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6.

PloL iite prevailirig we;rtltef c0ncliliolt ilttd weatlter forer:ast fol the nexl

72 Ircurs al llie weatlrer r;lrattt, Dis,play tlre weather cit;t11 in ;r

conspicuous area {or tlre herretit oI tlre riding public and of i]ie master

ancl crevv of vessels ettgatled tn coitstwise lrade'

frlsseminaie to all suborclinate uttits the latest weather update.

Render sitL]atlorr repol,t to HPCG at int€]vel as indicated:

(a) every 12 hou15 if signal nrtrnber 1 and 2 are ltoisted

inj .r".y 6 hours if sigrral trunrl-x:r 3 is hoisted
(c) every 3 hours il signal nuntber 4 is hoisted

(lriote: SITREP lo itlclurlo weather arrd Maltime Trattic Conditioq')

Monitor distress frequencies (Vl-lF-channel 16, CW-s khz and ssB-
2 1 82 M ghz) particu larly ii u rirrg arlverse/heavy weatlier condition.

Perform rrther rluties as CPCG may direct'

C. C c a s t G u a r cl S ta ti o n /D et ;r q lr rn e n t C L-' rn nr a ti rl e rs :

Cbtain ancl lrronitr:r the we.itheI trultettrr through the District

Heaclquatlers l-IPCG r--r otlter ;ivailablt+ sources'

Flot the prevaiiittg weallrer condition/weather [orecasI for tlre next 72

hours ol-r the weaLher chart- Display the weather chad in a

conspicuous area for llle berrefit til'the ricling public atld of lhe master

anci crev,r of vessels etlgaged in co;tstwise ttade.

Dissenrinatu. ihe lalest weather r-rprdate io all subordinate detacltnren[s'

Rencler sitLration report to Disl.rict Fleaciquarters intervals as indicated:

(a) every 12 hours if trSWS lrlr .1 ancl 2 are hoisiecl
(b) every 6 ltours if Pljy/S Nr 3 Is hoisled
(c) every 3 l'rours if PSWS l'lr rl is hotsted

i

wherr PSWS Nr 1 or higher is lroistecl in Station/Delaclrntent AOR, in
a VL:Ssel'S inlenclotl loutc, cir itt a vessgl'S; poirtt of desttnatton, reqUest

in wrrling to the alipropriale govBrnrilBnI agency to issue a Hold-

Doparturle-Order to all vessels rcgartlless of type or tonnage Request

ilre lilting of the Flolcl-Departure-Order only when no more PSWS is
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:

hoisted irr AOR, itt u vossol's intelrtdcc1 roule, or in a vessel's point of

der,l.ini:tiort.

Place on tecQrcl all recluesls ftom vessels seeking to seek shelterfrom
the typhoon. Ensule tltrouglt proper supervisiot'l that such veESels

leave'poriwithoutpassengerSorCargoonboard,

Monitor dislreos frequencies (vllF-channel 16, CW-s khz and ssB
2-l32 lvlhz) particularly during advr:rse/heavy weather condition.

Perform other tad<s as the District Conrmander anil/or CPCG nray

dtrect,

=

=
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E. Msstcrs / Fatrons:

lnforrn the Coast Guard inrnrediately
involving maritinle sal'ety such as missittg

of any unusual incident
craft and/or loss of contact

througli PAGASA, companY

B,

D.

i

Shippinq Ownors/ OPerators:

1. Ensure tlrat all vessels are properly informed of the weather update,

to include the areas where typhoorr signals are hoisted. lnstallation

of latest technological gadgets is encouraged'

?. Disailow Mastor or Patton to dr: any vessel moventent oxcepl for

sheltering purlloses without passengers and/or calgo onlloard
especially wlren typhoon sigrrals are hoisted or expected to be

hoisteclwithin tlre area of i:rigin, alongt the route and the destinalion.

3. Shouid the Vessel be atlready enroute to its destination when a
PSWS is lroistecl in ils imnreclierte viciniiy, along its route or point of
clesiinaLiorr, orcjer tlre lVlaster"t.rr Palron to seelq silelLer and repod
location to Ll-te lladlest PCG Ltnit

4" Keep track of all weather reports for dissemination purlloses as well
as nronitor all vessels' rrroverrrerrt urrtil the typhoolt leaves Philippine

AOR,

5. Should lyphoon signal be litted by PA,G-ASA, order Master or Patron

ro inform tho nearest PCG trrril of its intent to contintte her voyage

until her destittatiott "

Obiain and nronitor tlic
offices, other available

weallrer bulletin
SOUTCES.
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I

Plot the prevailirrg weatlter corri:lilion and weather forecast {or the

nexi 72 hours r:n tlre woather cltrlrt.

Request in writlng to tho nearssI PCG unit of his decision to depart
to eeek sheltar as fitay bo necessary. 

I

Ensure that tliere are no passengers and calgo onboard when

departing Jlre port to sook slielter. 
.

Tal<e sheltor anrJ inforrn llro shipowner ancl the nearest PCG uinit lf a
PSWS is hoisted while unclerwaY, 
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'VIII. RECISSiONCLAUSE:

This Memoranc.lum Sircular rescincls MC ltll 04-01'.

X. EFFECTIVITY: 
i

This lvlernorandL:m Circular takes el-fect inrrnediately.

I

The overall resporrsitrility for ensuring the safety
pas6onger6 ancl crew rosts with the MasterlPatron at

Comnrandant, PCG

of the ship, its
all times.

AYO
PCG


